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[302] The Apostate, continuing to blaspheme here,
asked me, in the presence of his brothers, in order
to turn them against God, why I prayed to him who
neither saw nor heard anything. I rebuked him very
sharply and imposed silence upon him.

On the sixth day of March, we shifted our quar-
ters. The Sorcerer, the Renegade, and two young
hunters, directed their steps before us straight to the
banks of the great river. The cause of this separa-
tion was that my host, a good hunter, had discovered
four Moose, and a number of Beaver lodges; and not
being able alone to hunt in places so widely sepa-
rated, the Sorcerer took these young hunters to chase
the Moose, and he remained for the Beavers. This
separation was fraught with both good and evil for
me. With good, because I was freed from the Sor-
cerer; I have no words to describe the pertinacity of
this wicked man. With evil, because my host did
not capture any Moose, and we had nothing to eat
but smoked meat, which was very distasteful to me;
for, if he captured any Beavers, they were smoked,
[303] except the little ones, which we ate; the finest
and best ones were reserved for the feasts they were
to give in the Spring, at the place where they had
appointed a rendezvous.

On the thirteenth of the same month, we made our
eighteenth station near a river, whose waters seemed
to me sweet as sugar after the dirt of the melted snow
that we drank at former stations, out of a greasy and
smoky kettle. I began here toexperience the discom-
fort of sleeping upon the ground, which was cold in
winter and damp in Spring; for my right side, upon
which I lay, became so benumbed from cold that it
scarcely had any sense of feeling. Now fearing I



